
UFOs 

Around Wisconsin, there have been many weird "sightings." These "sightings" 
vary from Big Foot, to Lake monsters, to angels,  to many other occurances. When 
someone says "sightings," UFOs (unidentified flying objects) are what are most 
commonly thought of. UFOs have been sighted in many places, even here in 
Wisconsin. 

A person must get educated before they can intellectually argue for or against the 
existence of UFOs, or if they exist, do they visit Earth. To get educated, they must 
take a look at what is UFO, how long have there been "sightings," and finally 
investigate some of the sightings from Western Wisconsin. 

What is a UFO? 

A UFO is anything that flies, that the authorities can't identify. When someone 
says "UFO," people immediately think of flying saucers zooming through the air at 
lightning speed. This definition  is what I'll be referring to when I say "UFO." 

How long has there been UFO long sightings? 

"Most people today can't remember a time when there was no discussion, of, or 
controversy over UFOs- Unidentified flying objects. That is because the current 
era of UFOs- or flying saucers, as they once were, and sometimes still are, called- 
began in 1947, over forty years ago. People have been talking and arguing about 
them ever since."(#2,p. 1)  
 "Ufologists, a UFO enthusiast” (#2 p. 1) points out evidence to support strange 
sightings that go way back in the history of the Earth. "Throughout history there 
have been many scattered references to 'gods from the sky.' For example,   in the 
ancient epics of India there are stories of UFOs and UFO sightings. In October of 
1953, The Space Review printed that a UFO mystery had been 
solved. '  (In that same issue, it was printed that the mystery 
had been solved.)  What was found out was kept a secret ‘on 
orders from a higher source.‘”(#3,p. 82) That happened to be 
that very last issue of The Space Review ever written. Right 
after that, the IFSB stopped existing. After a while Albert 
Bender said he stopped because...  
  



"he had been visited by three men in dark suits. (Later he said they wore black 
suits. That is where the name 'Men in Black' comes from.) Bender said that they 
had 'ordered' him to stop publishing. He said that they had been 'pretty rough' 
and that he had been 'scared to death.' After their visit he 'actually couldn't eat 
for a couple of days.'"(#3,p.84)  
Ever since then, there have been stories of the Men in Black going around 
silencing people who know too much. 

 
What are some sightings from around Western Wisconsin? 

In Wisconsin from 1934-1997, there have been over 312 reported sightings. I 
strongly say "reported" because there are people who, for whatever reason, don't 
report their sightings. Before I go into some sightings, the meanings of some 
terms should be known. 

-Nocturnal light- "By far the most common sort of sighting, nocturnal light can 
look like a star or a planet, which is often what it turns out to be. I t can also occur 
in the morning and evening, in which case Venus is a very likely suspect 

-Daylight disc- This is our old friend the flying saucer, which is, reality (well, the 
reality of UFOs, at least) comes in a bewildering variety of shapes and sizes; 
boomerang, triangle, cross- you name it, someone sometime has seen it. 

As Hynek point out, distant daylights discs may account for 
nocturnal lights, and it is also true that during the day some 
UFOs appear to simply be fast-moving points of light. 
Strangely, the objects that are most often reported change 
shape over time, with fair consistency. It's almost as if new 
makes and models come out and are bought by self-conscious 
aliens; this, in fact, has been the conclusion of some Air Force 
personnel. These days, triangular craft are reported with 
greater and greater frequency, replacing the classic domed 

platter. 

-Radar sightings- UFOs on radar are not as rare as you might think, although these 
days they are quite a bit more rare than they previously were since civilian airport 
radars no longer "paint" all airborne objects and return the signals."(#1, p59) 



-Close encounters of the first kind- "the object must be less than a couple 
hundred feet away "(#1, p.60) 

-Close encounters of the second kind- "the UFO interacts with the viewer or the 
environment."(#1, p.60) 

-Close encounters of the third kind- "Entities are observed..."(#1, p.60) -Close 
encounters of the fourth kind. -"The abduction phenomena."(#1, p.60) 

Some local sightings are-  
  

"Eau Claire, Nov. 5,1971: T. Frank observed a nocturnal light." 

"Eau Claire, Nov. 13, 1975: Nocturnal light observed."(#1,p.67) 

"Rice Lake, around January 1979: Craig and Carolina Greener observed daylight 
disc." 

"Rice Lake, Sept. 1 0, 1980, 9P.M.: Mark and Michelle Gonske and a group of 
children observed nocturnal lights." 

"St. Coix Falls, Oct. I 0, 1951: J.J. Kaliszewski saw a daylight disc 10 miles east of 
the city."(#1, p.82)." 

 
Even closer to home are stories from Scott Fedie and Mitch Doverspike, who saw 
UFOs around Durand. On January 1st 1975 Scott and Mitch drove to the top of a 
hill off County Road F. They saw a UFO in the sky. They said all of a sudden "it 
hissed and rumbled like a jet and just like that, it was gone."(#4,p.1) On January 
22nd, at 6:30 p.m., Mitch saw it again. This time his mother saw it too. She said it 
"Looked as if it were a circle of light rather than a circle filled with light."(#4,p. 1)  
Another UFO report from Durand happened on September 7, 1966. "Mrs. E Bruns 
had a close encounter of the first kind 10 miles east of town."(#1, p.66) 

No report, on UFOs, would be complete without the most famous one from the 
"UFO Capital of the World. "(#1, p. 106) If you don't know where I'm talking 



about, it's Elmwood, Wisconsin.  
 

"While driving at about 8p.m. the Alfred 'Bud' Family saw a 
peculiarly bright star. It seemed to be following them, but 
then the stars and planets to seem to hold position relative 
to moving vehicles because of the object's great distance. 
After awhile the family decided the object was a satellite, as 
it seemed to be moving lower in the sky. Then the object 
settled in front of the car. It seemed to be landing. The object 

now appeared to be about the size of the car. It resembled two saucers put 
together, white, with lights all around. Underneath were stick-like legs. The 
children were screaming with fright, so the family fled, honking the horn. As they 
did, the object left. This alerted Roger Weber, who lived on a nearby farm, and 
the Weber family observed the object as it flew away. Roger Weber guided the 
Forester family home, driving ahead of them. The whole time, the object was 
visible in the distance."(#1, p.67-68) 

 
Now I hope people can intellectually argue for or against UFOs, now that they are 
educated. Don't trust my research alone. Dig through information for yourself. 

 

Bibliography  
  

Source #l - The W-Files True Reports o f Wisconsin's Unexplained Phenomena by 
Jay Rath copyright 1997 



Source #2-UFO's the third wave by Daniel Cohen copyright 1988  
 
Source #3- 
Creatures from 
UFO'S by Daniel 
Cohen copyright 
1978 

Source #4-Local 
History Folder in 
Durand Library  
  

 
 
 page by Jared Best and Evan Mercer 
                                                                                  
                                                                                         
                                                                                  
  
  

 


